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New Network Standards



The challenges of Cancer Centres – how to reach out in quality to all cancer patients

➢ How do we reach all cancer patients in a nation with quality-assured services?

➢ Not all centres can do huge amounts of research; how can those who do disseminate 
innovation to all centres?

➢ How can clinical trials be equally accessible to all cancer patients?

➢ How can patients who need complex treatments be transferred to other hospitals?

➢ How can data about patients be securely shared with all necessary people?

The answer is:

Effective Cancer Networks…….



➢Debate around percentages of patients in different Member 
States treated in “quality assured centres or networks”

➢OECI data suggest the range is between 10% and 90% (very 
high in some Nordic countries; Ireland; the Netherlands) 
with a mean of around 40%

➢The ultimate target is 90%
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Very estimated present total access of patients to CCCs and cancer centres within a network/infrastructure

Based on OECI 
consultations – but not 
verified

But NB. There is no 
necessary implication that 
those not treated in such 
specialist centres or 
networks have 
substandard treatment –
e.g. France or Germany.



• First, accredit the Comprehensive Cancer Centre at the hub of the Network (Deep Dive)

• Then, apply the Network Standards transversally to the whole Network to ensure 
consistency

• The emphasis is on connectivity; consistency; collaboration; and equity of access for 
patients to high quality care and clinical trials

Objectives behind the Comprehensive Cancer Network Standards



Comprehensive Cancer Centres need to network – CCCs treat between 20% and 
90% of cancer in Member States

CCC

CCC

Integrating:-

• A University Hospital  or 
freestanding Cancer 
Centre

• At least one University 
engaging many 
departments

• Multiple research 
institutes

Network

CCC Network
• Other hospitals and 

research institutes in the 
region



What makes an effective Cancer network?



What did we find in the literature about evaluating networks?

1002 articles identified

17 reported on evaluation methods and/or mostly qualitative indicators

Of OECI’s 54 Network Standards, 32 had a literature equivalent (22 did not, especially on the 
integration of research and clinical care)

Evaluation methods:

• Survey – questionnaires and self assessment

• Document review

• Physical site visit and interviews

We deduced 8 principles for evaluating the effectiveness of Cancer Networks…..
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The governance of  the Network should be clear

All Comprehensive Cancer Networks should have at least one CCC present

The patient pathways in the network should be clear

Multidisciplinary teams (MDT) principles and structures should be the same

The strategic research collaborations should be clear and promoted

The clinical guidelines used by all centres should be the same

There should be a consistent approach to central registering of  cancer patient data

There should be IT interoperability and data sharing for MDTs (and into primary care) 

throughout the network

OECI’s Network Standards follow 

these principles



Regional oncology network in the Netherlands
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Køge/NaestvedOdense

Vejle

Aarhus

Aalborg

Copenhagen

Køge/NaestvedOdense

Vejle

Aarhus

Aalborg

A National Comprehensive Network has been developed 
in Denmark – the DCCC

Copenhagen, Aarhus and 
Vejle in the OECI 
accreditation programme 



5 Regional Centres

Cancer Centres 
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FICAN Centres use the 
OECI accreditation 
programme



9 Designated Centres 

Cancer Centres 

https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/list/5/cancer/about/services/
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7 Cancer Centres use the 
OECI accreditation 
programme

A network of Cancer Centres

https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/list/5/cancer/about/services/


Examples of Network Standards - Scope



Examples of Network Standards - Governance



Examples of Network Standards – Patient-centredness and pathways 



Examples of Network Standards - MDTs 



Examples of Network Standards - Research 



Examples of Network Standards - Education 



Discussion
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